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LW Special Events Management 
LLC is a multifaceted event planning/production company that cultivates personality to 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ artistic vision.  The company specializes in catered events, galas, 
themed birthday parties/anniversaries, seminars and network gatherings; it has produced 
projects such as Shades of Beauty, Real Talk the Movement and TwentyOne Shades, a 
mentoring/workshop event for girls ages 15 to 21.  The company is strong in negotiation, PR, 
budgeting, staff, and production management. 

 
!ϧ!Υ aǎΦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘŀƪing 
the time to speak with us. 
 
A&A:  LaTonya, there are lots of 
ŦŀŎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

beginning.  Tell us about your upbringing.  Where did you grow up?  What 
were you like as a child?  

 
LWΥ  IŜƭƭƻ DƛƴŀΧƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΧǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƧƻȅΗ   L ǿŀǎ 
born in Youngstown, Ohio, raised by both parents, in a loving Christian home and 
the baby of the clan, three brothers and one sister.  As a toddler, I was told I was 
a quiet soul, but trust me, I got into mischief and was sneaky.   I got spankings on 
many occasions.   As I got older, being raised with boys in the house, I was 
ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘƻƳ ōƻȅΧΦL ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΣ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƴ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ  aȅ 
family was musically inclined and I was taught to play the piano at the age of 7 
by my sister who is currently a music professor at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.  On the flip side, I suffered from kidney problems and had to have 
surgery on a yearly basis from the age of about 8 to 12.  I still remember being in 
the hospital as a young kid, walking around with an IV in my arm and a FolŜȅ ŎŀǘƘŜǘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
άƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέ ōǳǘ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƘŜŀƭŜŘΣ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ    
 

A&A: Tell us about your journey from childhood to today.  How has 
certain experiences helped you become the confident, strong woman we 
see today?  
LW:  In my childhood, I dreamed of becoming a nurse.  So once I graduated from high school, I went to nursing school, 
graduated from there and had a career in nursing.  At that moment, I realized I was being set up for my journey; to be an 
ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ƴǳǊǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ȅet have.  I taught 
Sunday SchoolΣ ǎŀƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŀ ƳŜƴǘƻǊΦ   L ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ 
at the age of 23, which ended in divorce at the age of 35.  You ask what experiences helped me become the confident, 
strong woman you see today?  Well, the trials and tribulations I went through while in a bad marriage that ended in 
divorce was the beginning of my experience of becoming a strong woman.    



A&A: Tell us about your family today?   
 
LW:  Today, I am a single woman, I have a son who turns 20 this month and is currently attending Sonoma State University 
in Northern California.  He wants to become an educator with an emphasis on Math and Physics.  He is the head coach at a 
middle school in Rohnert Park, California, the city where he attends school and is also the Student Coach for Sonoma State 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ¢ŜŀƳΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŘƛŘ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦ  LΩƳ 
so proud of him.   My father passed away some 12 years ago. My mother 
is still alive and lives in the state of Michigan along with my sister and her 
family.    
 

A&A: You have tremendous presence, 
tremendous confidence and a true love for 
helping people ς where did that come 
from?   
 
LW: To see me now, you would never know that I suffered from low self-
ŜǎǘŜŜƳ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŘŀǊƪΦέ  Lƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀȅΣ ŘŀǊƪ-ǎƪƛƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ άƛƴέ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ Ƴȅ ƭŀǘŜ 
teens that I realized I was okay in the skin I was in.  I believe the tremendous presence just comes from the confidence that 
I have in myself.  The confidence only came after I began to love myself.  It was also the trials and tribulations that I went 
through during my marriage that I used to fuel me and to develop a confident spirit.  I truly am a survivor.  The true love 
ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘǳǊǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǿŀǎ ƘǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ a 
good feeling.  I have a love for God and with that, there is a love for His people.   I love to see the underdog come out on 
top.  I just love, love, love!  

 
A&A: You are truly an entrepreneur at heart.  Where did those planning 
and leadership qualities come from? 
 
LW:  It came from me always being asked to put together events, plan 
parties and plan and organize weddings.  I always had a leadership 
mentality and was always asked to head up something; you see the 
ǿƻǊŘΧ![²!¸{Η  {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘ to the next 
lŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘΣ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ōƻǎǎΦέ 
 
A&A: You began LW Special Events Management in 2007.  How did this 
come about?   
 

LW: It came about because I realized I no longer wanted to work for others.  I had a passion for what I did and wanted to 
be able to run a thing the way I wanted it to be run.  I wanted to be able to employ others.  I wanted to be able to go on 
vacation when I felt like taking a vacation.  I wanted to do what I loved to do on my own terms and took a leap of faith, 
ŘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƭŜŀǇ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΧΦ²h²99Η  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŜŀǇ ŀƴŘ ƎƭŀŘ L ŘƛŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƭƻǾŜ ƛǘ ōǳǘ Řƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ 
you have to stay persistent, consistent, positive, and hang around like-minded folk.  If you have a passion for a thing, it 
helps you want to continue on and not throw in the towel. 

) ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÏȣÏÎ ÍÙ Ï×Î ÔÅÒÍÓȣ..I took a leap 
of faith, dive into the dÅÅÐ ×ÁÔÅÒÓȣȣ  

-La Tonya Washington 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31545379&id=1122725575


 
A&A: Tell us about the mission of LW Special Events Management.   
 
LW:  The mission of LW Special Events Management, LLC is to bring  joy to 
people who have the task of putting together a function and knowing they 
ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
their vision and pull off a wonderful gala, party, seminar or function without a 
hiccup.  It brings me so much joy to see smiles on the faces of people enjoying 
an event.  The mission is also to manage people on a day-to-day basis who 
are in need of guidance and organization in their efforts as an artist and/or 
leader and seeing them walk in confidence because they kƴƻǿ άǿŜ Ǝƻǘ 
ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
 

A&A: We met this year on FacebƻƻƪΦ  L Ǝƻǘǘŀ ǎŀȅΣ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
some excellent connections with explosively creative 

people on FB ς 
of which you 
are one.  Tell us about the origination of Real Talk: 
The Movement and your vision.  View Real Talk 
video CLICK HERE 
 
LW:  Real Talk: The Movement came about a year ago after I was 
approached by men and a conversation was had regarding the 
male/female relationship.  They felt women really did not 
understand them or their language.  I began to hear too much of 
that and so decided to develop a non-hostile environment where 

men and women could come together and we learn how to better communicate with one another.  Some times people just 
want tƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŀǊǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ Ŧƻƭƪ ŀƛƴΩǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΧōǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƨƻō ŀǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΦ  L ǿŀƴǘ 
to see us walk, talk, live in peace and harmony.  I want to see more marriages.  I want to see people in happy relationships.  
I want to ǎŜŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ  bƻ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΧΦǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
not made to be alone so I feel it is a mandate on my part to 
aid in the process.  We live in a microwave society, want 
everything right now and if something does not go our way, 
we are too eager to throw it out in the wash.   I want us to 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜŜǎ ǳǎΧΦǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ 
and beautifully made in His image.   
 
A&A: After attending my first Real Talk session, I left fully 
exhilarated by the exchange between the men and 
ǿƻƳŜƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊing how different we all see things.  This 
NEEDS to be a movement to open a real dialog between 
men and women.  What are your plans for Real Talk?   
 
LW:  Real Talk will continue on a monthly basis on-site so we 
can continue to talk, learn more about each other, listen to one another and develop further friendships.  Real Talk is also 
going radio in January and studio tapings in the year 2011 as well.  Trust me, it is a movement.  As Martin Luther King said 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳΦέ   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g4OUSG9CAco


A&A: ̧ ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ on.  
Shades of Beauty.  Tell us about this 
element of your business?   
View Shades of Beauty video, CLICK HERE 
 
LW:  Shades of Beauty was something I developed about a 
year ago because I realized women really do not take the 
time out for themselves.  It is a beauty experience for 
women who give all.  Shades of Beauty is a unique, full day 
event targeting the health, beauty and professional needs 
ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅΣ ǎƪƛƴ ŎŀǊŜΣ Ƙŀƛr 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǳǇ ǘƻ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǘŜǊŜŘ 
to, a spa day.  The goal is also to gather a diverse group of 

women together who are able to network and learn from 
recognized experts the basics for great health and well-
being. 

 
A&A: Shades of Beauty is touring this year?  What is the tour schedule so our readers can come out?  

 
 LW:  Yes it is and we are so excited about it!  We will be in Los Angeles February 2011,  Jackson, 

Misssissippi in March 2011, I believe Las Vegas, NV in April and the list goes on.  For further information 
of our tour, they can visit us at lwspecialevents.com for full details.  We have our all male Glam Squad 

made up of celebrity stylists, certified professional 
therapists, hospitality that is second-to-none ready to 
rock and roll!  We also have gifts, gifts and more gifts! 
 
A&A: hƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǇƛŎΧΦ[ƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ 
you guys did.  Tell us the inspiration for it?  
 
 
 LW:  I was called in 
by publicist, Sabrina 
J of Celebrity Style 
Entertainment to do 

some interviews.  Unbeknown to me, I became a real part of the 
campaign for the future.  The Twitter Campaign was organized by 

musician/artist Mikal Kamil, Will.I.Am, actor Jimmy Jean Louis and 
directed by Bill Duke.  It is a support for and showing our solidarity 
from the entertainment industry as well as regular folk that we are 
with our President, President Barack Obama.  A documentary is 

being put together for the 2012 election and we are trying to get over a 
million people to tweet that they are behind our President.  No signs, 

just TWEETS!  Oh Yes We Can!  There is a lot going on with that campaign and I am working with ViM 
Production on it.   

 


